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A Message from the President of  The Salt and Light

Council

Jesus called His followers to be “the salt of  the earth” and “the light

of  the world” (Matthew 5:13–16). Salt preserves what is good from

decay; light reveals what is hidden and points the way forward. To be

salt and light is not optional—it is a call to action, a mandate to

engage in every sphere of  life, including government and education.

 

Yet in our culture today, tolerance seems to extend to nearly every

belief  and behavior—except those grounded in the Bible. Since the

1960s, when the Supreme Court struck down prayer in schools

without citing a single legal precedent, an imaginary “wall of

separation” has been constructed between church and state. Over

time, this wall has pushed Christian influence to the margins of

politics, education, and public life.

 

The results are sobering: rejection of  our nation’s Christian heritage,

open scorn for biblical truth, denial of  First Amendment freedoms,

and increasing hostility—even persecution—toward Christians. We

are in the midst of  a spiritual battle, and sitting on the sidelines is not

an option. Jesus warned, “He who is not with Me is against Me”

(Matthew 12:30).

 

That is why The Salt and Light Council exists. Our mission is to

equip God’s people to re-engage culture with His truth. The purpose

of  a Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry is simple yet powerful:

to bring Christian principles back into the public domains of

government and education. This manual will show you the nature,

necessity, and methods of  such a ministry.

 

We understand that once you recognize the importance of  starting a

Salt & Light ministry in your church, you’ll need practical support to

begin and sustain it. That’s where we come in. As a 501(c)(3)

nonprofit, The Salt & Light Council provides resources, training, and

guidance to help your congregation rise to the challenge of  being salt

and light in our time.

You are the salt of  the earth, but if  salt has lost its taste, how

shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything

except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. You

are the light of  the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.”

Matthew 5:13-14
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We encourage you to dedicate one Sunday as Salt & Light Sunday.

Preach a sermon that calls your people to step into their biblical

mandate and provide a clear opportunity for engagement. With a

simple table in the back of  the sanctuary, staffed with sign-up sheets,

you will see 10–25% of  your congregation ready, willing, and able to

commit to this mission.

 

The time is urgent. Our nation can be restored to its biblical and

moral foundations—but only if  God’s people take their rightful place

as salt and light. This booklet is your guide. May it help you stir

courage in your church, and may it spark a movement that

transforms both hearts and our nation.

 

— Dran Reese

President, The Salt & Light Council
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Reclaim Our Judeo-Christian Heritage 

by Establishing Your Own 

Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry
 

 

Let’s Rediscover the Joy and Privilege of  being a

Citizen of  the United States.

God created three societal institutions: Family, Church, and

Government and together they form a three legged stool. 

 

The blessings of  God are best secured when all three legs function

cooperatively and when each is firmly established in biblical truth.

Fortunately, our nation’s Constitution is grounded in biblical truth.

However, in the words of  Samuel Adams, “Our Constitution was

made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to

the government of  any other.” As “we the people” have become

increasingly secularized, the very powerful leg of  government has

grown significantly while the legs of  church and family have

diminished. As a result, the stool is wobbling severely and in danger

of  falling over! 

 

The Church must not retreat and let current trends continue. Indeed,

God has commissioned all believers into His army, and this is a

spiritual battle we have been called to engage in! 

 

The Salt and Light Council was established to help bring the three

legs back into balance, putting particular emphasis on what it means

to be a Christian and a citizen of  this country. Employing both

spiritual weapons and practical tools, we have created a successful

model for establishing independent Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship

Ministries on church campuses across the country. 

 

The collective purpose of  these individual Salt & Light Biblical

Citizenship Ministries is to infuse government and education with

Christian principles and values. God has given to the Church the

responsibility of  being a nation’s moral voice. Biblical Citizenship

Ministries provide an effective means of  making that voice heard.

 

Like a back-end office support team, The Salt and Light Council will

help you begin and sustain a Biblical Citizenship Ministry at your

church by providing training, support, guidance and resources. 
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Why are Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministries

needed?

Quite simply, the future of  our nation is at stake.  For the first time,

Americans are doubting that the next generation will have it better

than the previous one.  Our free and prosperous nation seems to be

unraveling.  Why?  We have not followed God’s precepts! 

                                                    

Assaults on religious freedom have become almost commonplace…

and gotten much worse in the aftermath of  Obergefell v. Hodges, the

Supreme Court decision in June 2015 that invented a “right” to same

sex marriage.  “[W]e should expect [Obergefell] to inaugurate the

greatest crisis of  religious liberty in American history,” said Gerard

Bradley, Professor of  Law at the University of  Notre Dame. The

ramifications are for all citizens, not only Christians who affirm the

right to hear and speak God’s truth.  As religious freedoms are taken

away, all other freedoms also become vulnerable to attack, including

freedom of  speech, personal property rights, economic freedom, etc. 

Tragically, the Church is no longer widely perceived to be the bearer

of  God’s love, transcendent truth, and goodness.  Although this may

seem a rather recent phenomenon, a closer look reveals that a long,

methodical march by the enemy has brought us to this point in

history.  And it will take a determined and prayerful response by

God’s people to restore our nation to its biblical foundations and

position us to again receive God’s blessings and not His judgments.

Are there particular issues on which Salt & Light

Biblical Citizenship Ministries focus?

There are six prominent issues that we consider to be “the non-

negotiables.” What some call political issues are, in fact, deeply

moral ones. Our role at the ballot box is to consider them carefully

through the lens of  scripture and our Judeo-Christian inheritance.

2 Chronicles 7:14: If  my people, who are called by my

name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face

and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from

heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.  
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Religious Freedom We support freedom of  religion as

guaranteed in our Constitution. We oppose any infringement

of  this right and any artificially imposed obstacles to our

responsibility to unapologetically preach the whole gospel.

The principal reason America was founded as a new nation

was for people to be able to worship the God of  the Bible

freely, without government interference. The first guarantee

of  the Bill of  Rights in our U.S. Constitution is that no law

will be made “respecting an establishment of  religion or

prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” We must learn to vote

for the Candidate who will best support and defend our

unalienable religious liberties. (Acts 5:29; Romans 13:1)

Acts 5:29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said:          

“We ought to obey God rather than men.”

 

Romans 13:1 Let every soul be subject to the governing          

authorities. For there is no authority except from God, and he

authorities that exist are appointed by God.

The Sanctity of  Human Life We support adoption,

community-based pregnancy care centers and adult stem cell

research. We oppose abortion, euthanasia, and embryonic

stem cell research. Biblical Voters cannot contentiously vote

for a candidate who supports Abortion, Euthanasia, or

Embryonic Stem-Cell Research. Scripture teaches all human

life is sacred. Abortion is the killing of  a human life in what

should be its safest sanctuary, the womb of  his or her

mother. In fact, did you know that no creature in the animal

kingdom kills its own unborn in the womb—only sinful

humans do this. Euthanasia assists in ending a life.

Embryonic Stem-Cell Research utilizes aborted baby parts.

(Leviticus 17:11a; Job 31:15; Jeremiah 1:5; Psalm 139:13-16;

Proverbs 6:16-17).

Leviticus 17:11a For the life of  the flesh is in the blood…

Job 31:15 Did not He who made me in the womb make them? Did not

the same One fashion us in the womb? 

Jeremiah 1:5 Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; before you

were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.
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Psalm 139:13–16 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in

my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully

made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well.

My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and

skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of  the earth. Your eyes saw my

substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written,

the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of  them.

 

Proverbs 6:16–17 These six things the Lord hates, yes, seven are an

abomination to Him: A proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed

innocent blood,

 

Marriage

The Bible emphatically declares that marriage is only to be

between one man and one woman. Jesus Christ affirmed this

and said this has always been God’s plan from the beginning.

Biblical Voters must vote only for candidates who affirm their

belief  in, and support for, the Biblical definition of  natural

marriage, and who will oppose “same-sex” marriage.

(Matthew 19:4-6) Marriage was created by God and it is not

man’s prerogative to redefine it. We support natural marriage

and oppose the enforcement of  all alternative definitions.

 

Sexuality

God made us male or female. Your sex is determined by

almighty God long before conception and revealed to all at

birth. Thinking oneself  to be a different sex doesn’t make it

so. Your sex is determined by almighty God and revealed to

all at birth. Thinking yourself  to be an arbitrary “gender,” or

sexual category, doesn’t make it so. Sex is determined by

God’s design, not what is between your ears. Scripture says

those who don’t retain God in their knowledge become fools,

though they think themselves wise. Any sexual activity

outside the bounds of  marriage between one man and one

woman is unacceptable to God. Biblical Voters must vote for

candidates who support maintaining the biological distinction

between male and female and keeping sex within natural

marriage. (Genesis 1:27; Leviticus 18:22; Romans 1:27-27;

Psalm 139:13-16).

 

Genesis 1:27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of

God He created him; male and female He created them.
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Leviticus 18:22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an

abomination

 

Romans 1:26–27 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions.

For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against

nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of  the woman,

burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is

shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of  their error which

was due.

 

Psalm 139:13–16 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in

my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully

made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well.

My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and

skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of  the earth. Your eyes saw my

substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written,

the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of  them.

 

The Family

From marriage comes the family unit, which is the basic

building block of  society and demonstrably the best

environment for raising the next generation. We support

efforts to strengthen the family and oppose undermining

parental authority or the integrity of  the family.

 

Support for the Jewish People (Israel)

God promises blessings to those who look out for His

chosen people, the Jews. We support Israel and oppose

radical Islam. Similarly, we oppose the establishment of

Sharia law in our country, which is a means of  enslaving

people, not liberating them. Whoever blesses Israel will be

blessed; whoever curses Israel will be cursed. There are

national as well as individual consequences that are ensconced

in Scripture. Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord.

Biblical Voters will vote for the Candidates who will best

support Israel (Genesis 12:3; Psalm 122:6; Psalm 33:12).

 

Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who

curses you; and in you all the families of  the earth shall be blessed.
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Is there a biblical mandate for the Church to be engaged in the

public sector? YES!  Government is ordained by God.

The purpose of  government is to encourage good and to restrain evil

in society. (Romans 13:1; Romans 13:4; Colossians 1:16; Daniel 2:21)

 

Romans 13:1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no

power but of  God: the powers that be are ordained of  God.

 

Romans 13:4 For he is the minister of  God to thee for good. But if  thou do that

which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister

of  God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.

 

Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that

are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or

principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him.

 

Daniel 2:21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and

setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that

know understanding.

 

Good Government (A Consequence Of  Having Good Leadership)

Benefits All Of  Society. Scripture Instructs Us To Select Godly

Leaders To Be Our Governing Authorities. (Exodus 18:21;

Proverbs 29:2) In the Republic of  the United States, we the people

delegate to our elected representatives the authority to govern, in a

similar fashion to Moses’ delegation of  his authority.

 

Exodus 18:21 Moreover thou shalt provide out of  all the people able men, such

as fear God, men of  truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be

rulers of  thousands, and rulers of  hundreds, rulers of  fifties, and rulers of  tens:

Psalm 122:6 Pray for the peace of  Jerusalem: “May they prosper who

love you.”

 

Psalm 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people

He has chosen as His own inheritance.

 

Page -8-



Proverbs 29:2 When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice but when

the wicked rule, the people groan. 

 

The Church’s Withdrawal From The Public Sector Is A Sin Of

Omission That Exposes All Of  Society To Harmful

Consequences. (Proverbs 29:2, Hosea 8:3-4, Deut. 28:20)

The church’s withdrawal necessarily means the absence of  the most

potent influence for society’s good. In the realm of  government, the

sinfulness of  man coupled with the deceptions of  the evil one will

inevitably lead to misplaced, expanded power. Unrestrained

government is a monster that will devour freedom and destroy

prosperity, impacting everyone.

 

Proverbs 29:2 When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when

the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.

 

Hosea 8:3-4 Israel hath cast off  the thing that is good: the enemy shall pursue

him. They have set up kings, but not by me: they have made princes, and I knew

it not: of  their silver and their gold have they made them idols, that they may be

cut off.

 

 

Deuteronomy 28:20 The Lord shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and

rebuke, in all that thou setteth thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed,

and until thou perish quickly; because of  the wickedness of  thy doings, whereby

thou hast forsaken me.

 

The Founding Fathers believed that nations, like individuals, are

accountable to God; individuals answer to Him in the future, nations

in the present. George Mason, the Father of  the Bill of  Rights, put it

this way: “As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next

world, they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of  causes and

effects, Providence punishes national sins by national calamities.”

 

As an example, our country has ignored God’s principles of  fiscal

responsibility. Individually and as a nation, we are people in debt,

driven by immediate gratification. The federal government’s debt is

now over $37 trillion (up from $19 trillion since original printing of

this book in 2012), an unfathomable figure, and several states are on

the edge of  insolvency. Sound, biblical principles have not informed

financial policies and as a result a national calamity may be inevitable.

Page -9-



The Church’s Participation In The Public Sector Is A

Significant Way To Love Others, As We Seek The Peace And

Prosperity Of  Our Cities and Work Toward A Society That

Embraces Biblical Morality. (Jeremiah. 29:7, Deut. 28:10-11)

In contrast to the negative consequences referenced above, adherence

to God’s truth inevitably brings blessings, which have a corporate as

well as an individual application. America has been the beneficiary of

countless blessings because of  the biblical truth upon which this

nation was founded; we have experienced unprecedented freedom

and prosperity. In turn, we have been able to bless others. We have

sent more missionaries around the world than any other nation. We

have sent more aid in times of  crisis. We have welcomed into our

own country the poor and oppressed from other nations and

provided for their needs.

 

Jeremiah 29:7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of  the city to which I have

carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if  it prospers, you prosper.

 

Deuteronomy 28:10–11 Then all peoples of  the earth shall see that you are

called by the name of  the Lord, and they shall be afraid of  you. And the Lord

will grant you plenty of  goods, in the fruit of  your body, in the increase of  your

livestock, and in the produce of  your ground, in the land of  which the Lord swore

to your fathers to give you.

 

Scripture Links Prayer For Those In Authority With Peaceful

Lives That Are Conducive To The Spread Of  The Gospel. 

(1 Tim. 2:1-4)

Underscoring the importance of  prayer, Christian teacher and writer

Ole Hallesby noted, “In prayer the Church has received power to rule

the world… if  it would stay together on its knees, it would dominate

world politics—from the prayer room.” 

 

1 Tim. 2:1-4 I exhort first of  all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and

giving of  thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that

we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. This…

pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a

knowledge of  the truth.
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We Are Called To Stand Up For His Truth, Whenever And

Wherever It Is Challenged. 

(Acts 5:29, Deut. 6:6-8)

Indeed, the public arena is precisely where God’s truth will be

challenged the most. Ephesians 6:13-18 tells us to “put on the full

armor of  God” so that we will be able to stand firm against Satan’s

schemes. Notably, the word of  God (the sword) is the only offensive

weapon mentioned. The Church must boldly use the sword,

proclaiming the whole gospel, or others will be deprived of  its power

to transform lives.
 

In the public school’s impressionable youth are rewarded (by the

grading system, peer pressure, school policies, etc.) for embracing

politically correct—but biblically hostile—concepts. Education is

being replaced with agenda-driven indoctrination. This situation must

be changed! As Herbert Hoover observed, “Children are our most

valuable resource.”
 

Acts 5:29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: “We ought to obey

God rather than men.”
 

Deuteronomy 6:6–8 And these words which I command you today

shall be in your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your

children, and shall talk of  them when you sit in your house, when you

walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall

bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets

between your eyes.
 

How Do Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministries Carry Out

This Biblical Mandate?

A simple way to remember the primary means to accomplish our

purposes is through the acronym PETER.
 

PRAYER: We are a prayer ministry first for our governmental

officials. We pray for spiritual revival; we pray for our country and

those in authority.

EDUCATION: We educate our members, enabling them to apply a

biblical worldview to all areas of  life, with emphasis on the proper

roles of  citizens, government and our constitution.

TAKE ACTION: We take action on topical issues and proposed

legislation that has the most potential to influence our society for

either good or evil.
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ELECTIONS: We distribute non-partisan election information and

voter guides so that our members will be equipped to vote in

accordance with their biblical values; we register new voters.

RESTORATION: We repent and call upon God to bring healing and

restoration to our nation, in accordance with 2 Chronicles 7:14.

 

Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministries are designed to be led by

church volunteers, with minimal pastoral oversight. Volunteer leaders

who are well grounded in a biblical worldview should be selected.

The Salt and Light Council provides the framework and resources,

while giving each church the opportunity to utilize, personalize and

adapt these resources for their needs. 

 

Are There Lessons From History To Indicate That Christians

Who Boldly Engage The Culture Can Have A Positive Impact?

YES!

The abolition of  slavery and the civil rights movement of  the 1960’s

were largely the result of  Christians engaging the culture. Indeed, our

own American Revolution was strongly influenced by the preceding

Great Awakening. The colonists were ready to stand up against the

tyranny of  the British crown because they knew the biblical basis for

their fight. The history of  the world has been dramatically shaped for

good by the colonists’ bold stand. 

 

Our nation’s history is a strong testimony to the corporate blessings

that result when a nation is dedicated to biblical principles. The vast

majority of  our Founding Fathers were strong Christians who took

their civic duties seriously. Their efforts laid the foundation for the

most free and prosperous nation ever. We have the longest-running

constitutional republic ever. We have never fought a foreign war on

our soil. Immigrants from all over the world want to come here, the

land of  liberty and opportunity. These blessings have come as a

consequence of  the biblical basis of  our government (and God has

dealt mercifully with us despite many shortcomings.) The engraving

on the Liberty Bell is from Leviticus 25:10 Proclaim liberty

throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof. Liberty came

first from God. Our Constitution enshrines that truth and provides

for its practical application—the first such application in the world.

Page -12-



What About The Separation Of  Church and State?

The original intention of  our Founding Fathers was that there would

be no approval by the government of  a particular denomination of

Christianity. But they clearly expected that Christianity would prevail.

John Jay, our nation’s first Chief  Justice of  the Supreme Court and a

prominent framer of  the Constitution, stated, “Providence has given

to our people the choice of  their rulers, and it is the duty—as well as

the privilege and interest—of  our Christian nation to select and

prefer Christians for their rulers.” John Quincy Adams declared that

the Declaration of  Independence “laid the cornerstone of  human

government upon the first precepts of  Christianity.”  

 

Thomas Jefferson, (whose use of  the term “separation of  church and

state” has been mistakenly lifted out of  its original context,) attended

Sunday church services in the House of  Representatives. Indeed,

Christian services in the Capitol building continued until after the

Civil War. The gospel was also preached in the Supreme Court

chambers. 

 

In short, the notion that the public sector should be scrubbed free of

its Christian roots is tragically misguided, separating us from the very

source of  our corporate blessings. 

 

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed from lack of  knowledge.

 

The material above has given you the biblical and practical basis for

having a Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry at your church.

The next Great Awakening begins with believers. Revival begins with

you and me! 

 

A Special Message for Pastors

We at The Salt and Light Council are profoundly grateful to pastors

who have made it their life’s work to teach their congregations how

to lead godly lives and to pass on to the next generation a legacy that

includes justice and righteousness. It is a formidable task! Despite

your best efforts, chances are a great many of  the people sitting in

your pews simply do not know how to live out their faith in an

increasingly hostile social environment where evil is called “good”

and good is called “evil.” They do not understand the signs of  the

times. They need to be educated and equipped to bring biblical

principles back into the public arena. 
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The Salt and Light Council Comes Alongside to Help You… In

Just Three Easy Steps!

1.Appoint a leader to head up your church’s Salt & Light Biblical

Citizenship Ministry.

2.Send your leader to our Salt & Light Council 3-hour training.

3.Approve a modest expenditure for you to become a member of

The Salt and Light Council and acquire basic resources such as a

Ready-to-Go Table Kit, Operational Binder, Live Training and

Monthly Newsletter with pre-written pulpit announcements for

adults and youth groups – all of  which is legal-vetted by Liberty

Counsel. 

 

Devote one Sunday to a Salt and Light Sermon

Pastor, if  no leader immediately comes to mind, consider devoting

one Sunday to delivering a Salt and Light sermon using this booklet

as your guide. Conclude with a heartfelt rallying cry for your church

to “step up and step in.” Then, position a table with a clear sign-up

sheet at the back of  the room. When this invitation is paired with a

sincere, impassioned plea, you can expect 10–25% of  your

congregation to respond right away, eager to engage.

 

The Mission of  The Salt and Light Council

The Salt and Light Council was founded to train and equip Salt &

Light Biblical Citizenship Ministries at individual churches. We

provide the tools to relieve you from having to “reinvent the wheel”

as you engage and energize your church in the battle for our nation.

Included is our cutting-edge Salt & Light training that enables leaders

to address even emotionally charged topics, and to do so

comfortably, lovingly and winsomely.

 

In addition, we provide a platform for respected Christian

organizations to be recognized for their own work to uphold biblical

values and promote religious liberty. As a connection point, we help

the Christian community to link arms.

 

How We Do It  

We serve as a back-end office support team. The Salt and Light

Council will help you begin, and sustain, a Biblical Citizenship

Ministry at your church by providing training, support, guidance and

resources. In addition, some of  what we offer is below. 
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–       We supply customizable, downloadable information to

help you, (both pastors and leaders,) start and maintain a Salt

& Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry at your church.

Incorporating input from our member churches, we have

synthesized the model, so you won’t have to start from

scratch, duplicate efforts, or make needless mistakes.

 

–       We conduct both live and on-line training workshops

for new Salt & Light ministry leaders.

 

–       We upload your own customizable monthly newsletter

to our members page highlighting relevant state and national

news reports, summarizing proposed legislation and

corresponding action items, and promoting topical prayer.

Partisan politics are strictly avoided. All newsletters are

reviewed by on-staff  attorneys at the Liberty Counsel to

eliminate content that could jeopardize your church’s non-

profit status. 

 

–       We offer opportunities for corporate prayer for our city,

state, and nation. R and R Prayer (Repentance and

Restoration), our national prayer call, takes place six days a

week and periodically features prominent Christian leaders as

guests. www.RandRPrayer.org

 

–       We give you the supplies, training and information you

need to register new voters at your church and to get out the

vote. More importantly, we help your congregation to be well

informed so they can confidently and knowledgeably vote

their values through one of  our resources

www.BiblicalVoter.com.

 

–       We conduct regular, live online lectures with

knowledgeable speakers who can address many topical issues

from a biblical perspective. These are recorded for the

convenience of  playback to the congregation or Salt & Light

teams.

 

–       We conduct monthly meetings for ministry leaders to

share resources, up-dates and accomplishments achieved

running their Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry.
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We look forward to connecting with pastors and with anyone eager to

share this ministry in their church or even begin one in their

community. Now is the time for God’s people and His Church to rise

—to help save souls and preserve our beautiful nation, the United

States of  America. The world is watching, hoping we will not waver

in faith, but stand firm as salt and light for generations to come

–       We give you the supplies and information you need to

conduct petition drives and letter writing campaigns and work

directly with each individual ministry to provide materials as

requested. We encourage participation in the elective

franchise including providing resources for running for office.

 

–       We offer a wide variety of  comprehensive educational

materials designed to shape a biblical worldview. We advise

you how and where these materials can be purchased or

accessed for free online. One such is Patriot Academy’s

program recently entitled Biblical Citizenship which

complements our program. The list of  recommended

educational courses can be found right on the home page of

our website www.saltandlightcouncil.org/home

 

–        We share information about upcoming events that may

be of  interest to your congregation.

 

–       We offer guidance for maximizing the exposure of  your

Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry by using social

media with a private page for members.   

–       We connect member churches in The Salt and Light

Council to facilitate mutual support, networking, corporate

prayer, and the unity of  the Church. 

 

–       We help unite the Church, enabling rapid mobilization

and effective use of  time and energy so we can be salt of  the

earth and the light of  the world.

 

–       We offer a Teen/Youth Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship

Ministry newsletter to engage the next generation in

understanding issues and legislation from a biblical

perspective.
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A Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry equips

Christians to reclaim and preserve our Judeo-Christian

heritage through responsible, biblically based citizenship.

Our country and culture are experiencing moral decay.

But, history proves that the Church can and should be a

powerful voice for good. "All that is necessary for the

forces of  evil to triumph is for good men to do nothing." -

Edmund Burke

A Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship ministry mobilizes

groups of  like-minded, concerned citizens to pray,

become educated, and take action on the issues and in

elections. Led by church volunteers, your ministry creates

maximum impact while requiring minimal time and effort

from senior pastors and leadership.

Join us as we galvanize the church body and reclaim our

culture for the Kingdom of  Christ.

Start A Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry

991 Lomas Santa Fe Drive C119, Solana Beach, CA 92075

(888) 725-8654 | www.SaltandLightCouncil.org

Support@SaltandLightCouncil.org

PRAY • EDUCATE • TAKE ACTION

Serving Pastors and Community

Leaders With The Tools To Change

The World One Church At A Time.


	Mandate for Cultural  and Civic Influence
	TABLE OF CONTENTS
	You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown out and trampled under people’s feet. You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hidden.” Matthew 5:13-14
	A Message from the President of The Salt and Light Council Jesus called His followers to be “the salt of the earth” and “the light of the world” (Matthew 5:13–16). Salt preserves what is good from decay; light reveals what is hidden and points the way forward. To be salt and light is not optional—it is a call to action, a mandate to engage in every sphere of life, including government and education.
	Yet in our culture today, tolerance seems to extend to nearly every belief and behavior—except those grounded in the Bible. Since the 1960s, when the Supreme Court struck down prayer in schools without citing a single legal precedent, an imaginary “wall of separation” has been constructed between church and state. Over time, this wall has pushed Christian influence to the margins of politics, education, and public life.
	The results are sobering: rejection of our nation’s Christian heritage, open scorn for biblical truth, denial of First Amendment freedoms, and increasing hostility—even persecution—toward Christians. We are in the midst of a spiritual battle, and sitting on the sidelines is not an option. Jesus warned, “He who is not with Me is against Me” (Matthew 12:30).
	That is why The Salt and Light Council exists. Our mission is to equip God’s people to re-engage culture with His truth. The purpose of a Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry is simple yet powerful: to bring Christian principles back into the public domains of government and education. This manual will show you the nature, necessity, and methods of such a ministry.
	We understand that once you recognize the importance of starting a Salt & Light ministry in your church, you’ll need practical support to begin and sustain it. That’s where we come in. As a 501(c)(3) nonprofit, The Salt & Light Council provides resources, training, and guidance to help your congregation rise to the challenge of being salt and light in our time.
	We encourage you to dedicate one Sunday as Salt & Light Sunday. Preach a sermon that calls your people to step into their biblical mandate and provide a clear opportunity for engagement. With a simple table in the back of the sanctuary, staffed with sign-up sheets, you will see 10–25% of your congregation ready, willing, and able to commit to this mission.
	The time is urgent. Our nation can be restored to its biblical and moral foundations—but only if God’s people take their rightful place as salt and light. This booklet is your guide. May it help you stir courage in your church, and may it spark a movement that transforms both hearts and our nation.
	— Dran Reese President, The Salt & Light Council
	Why are Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministries needed? Quite simply, the future of our nation is at stake.  For the first time, Americans are doubting that the next generation will have it better than the previous one.  Our free and prosperous nation seems to be unraveling.  Why?  We have not followed God’s precepts!
	Assaults on religious freedom have become almost commonplace… and gotten much worse in the aftermath of Obergefell v. Hodges, the Supreme Court decision in June 2015 that invented a “right” to same sex marriage.  “[W]e should expect [Obergefell] to inaugurate the greatest crisis of religious liberty in American history,” said Gerard Bradley, Professor of Law at the University of Notre Dame. The ramifications are for all citizens, not only Christians who affirm the right to hear and speak God’s truth.  As religious freedoms are taken away, all other freedoms also become vulnerable to attack, including freedom of speech, personal property rights, economic freedom, etc.
	Tragically, the Church is no longer widely perceived to be the bearer of God’s love, transcendent truth, and goodness.  Although this may seem a rather recent phenomenon, a closer look reveals that a long, methodical march by the enemy has brought us to this point in history.  And it will take a determined and prayerful response by God’s people to restore our nation to its biblical foundations and position us to again receive God’s blessings and not His judgments.
	Are there particular issues on which Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministries focus? There are six prominent issues that we consider to be “the non-negotiables.” What some call political issues are, in fact, deeply moral ones. Our role at the ballot box is to consider them carefully through the lens of scripture and our Judeo-Christian inheritance.
	2 Chronicles 7:14: If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.
	Psalm 139:13–16 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them.
	Proverbs 6:16–17 These six things the Lord hates, yes, seven are an abomination to Him: A proud look, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood,
	Marriage The Bible emphatically declares that marriage is only to be between one man and one woman. Jesus Christ affirmed this and said this has always been God’s plan from the beginning. Biblical Voters must vote only for candidates who affirm their belief in, and support for, the Biblical definition of natural marriage, and who will oppose “same-sex” marriage. (Matthew 19:4-6) Marriage was created by God and it is not man’s prerogative to redefine it. We support natural marriage and oppose the enforcement of all alternative definitions.
	Sexuality God made us male or female. Your sex is determined by almighty God long before conception and revealed to all at birth. Thinking oneself to be a different sex doesn’t make it so. Your sex is determined by almighty God and revealed to all at birth. Thinking yourself to be an arbitrary “gender,” or sexual category, doesn’t make it so. Sex is determined by God’s design, not what is between your ears. Scripture says those who don’t retain God in their knowledge become fools, though they think themselves wise. Any sexual activity outside the bounds of marriage between one man and one woman is unacceptable to God. Biblical Voters must vote for candidates who support maintaining the biological distinction between male and female and keeping sex within natural marriage. (Genesis 1:27; Leviticus 18:22; Romans 1:27-27; Psalm 139:13-16).
	Genesis 1:27 So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.
	Leviticus 18:22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an abomination
	Romans 1:26–27 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error which was due.
	Psalm 139:13–16 For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; marvelous are Your works, and that my soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, when I was made in secret, and skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, the days fashioned for me, when as yet there were none of them.
	The Family From marriage comes the family unit, which is the basic building block of society and demonstrably the best environment for raising the next generation. We support efforts to strengthen the family and oppose undermining parental authority or the integrity of the family.
	Support for the Jewish People (Israel) God promises blessings to those who look out for His chosen people, the Jews. We support Israel and oppose radical Islam. Similarly, we oppose the establishment of Sharia law in our country, which is a means of enslaving people, not liberating them. Whoever blesses Israel will be blessed; whoever curses Israel will be cursed. There are national as well as individual consequences that are ensconced in Scripture. Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord. Biblical Voters will vote for the Candidates who will best support Israel (Genesis 12:3; Psalm 122:6; Psalm 33:12).
	Genesis 12:3 I will bless those who bless you, and I will curse him who curses you; and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.
	Psalm 122:6 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.”
	Psalm 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people He has chosen as His own inheritance.
	Is there a biblical mandate for the Church to be engaged in the public sector? YES!  Government is ordained by God. The purpose of government is to encourage good and to restrain evil in society. (Romans 13:1; Romans 13:4; Colossians 1:16; Daniel 2:21)
	Romans 13:1 Let every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no power but of God: the powers that be are ordained of God.
	Romans 13:4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
	Colossians 1:16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by him, and for him.
	Daniel 2:21 And he changeth the times and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings: he giveth wisdom unto the wise, and knowledge to them that know understanding.
	Good Government (A Consequence Of Having Good Leadership) Benefits All Of Society. Scripture Instructs Us To Select Godly Leaders To Be Our Governing Authorities. (Exodus 18:21; Proverbs 29:2) In the Republic of the United States, we the people delegate to our elected representatives the authority to govern, in a similar fashion to Moses’ delegation of his authority.
	Exodus 18:21 Moreover thou shalt provide out of all the people able men, such as fear God, men of truth, hating covetousness; and place such over them, to be rulers of thousands, and rulers of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens:
	Proverbs 29:2 When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice but when the wicked rule, the people groan.
	The Church’s Withdrawal From The Public Sector Is A Sin Of Omission That Exposes All Of Society To Harmful Consequences. (Proverbs 29:2, Hosea 8:3-4, Deut. 28:20)
	The church’s withdrawal necessarily means the absence of the most potent influence for society’s good. In the realm of government, the sinfulness of man coupled with the deceptions of the evil one will inevitably lead to misplaced, expanded power. Unrestrained government is a monster that will devour freedom and destroy prosperity, impacting everyone.
	Proverbs 29:2 When the righteous are in authority, the people rejoice: but when the wicked beareth rule, the people mourn.
	Hosea 8:3-4 Israel hath cast off the thing that is good: the enemy shall pursue him. They have set up kings, but not by me: they have made princes, and I knew it not: of their silver and their gold have they made them idols, that they may be cut off.
	Deuteronomy 28:20 The Lord shall send upon thee cursing, vexation, and rebuke, in all that thou setteth thine hand unto for to do, until thou be destroyed, and until thou perish quickly; because of the wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me.
	The Founding Fathers believed that nations, like individuals, are accountable to God; individuals answer to Him in the future, nations in the present. George Mason, the Father of the Bill of Rights, put it this way: “As nations cannot be rewarded or punished in the next world, they must be in this. By an inevitable chain of causes and effects, Providence punishes national sins by national calamities.”
	As an example, our country has ignored God’s principles of fiscal responsibility. Individually and as a nation, we are people in debt, driven by immediate gratification. The federal government’s debt is now over $37 trillion (up from $19 trillion since original printing of this book in 2012), an unfathomable figure, and several states are on the edge of insolvency. Sound, biblical principles have not informed financial policies and as a result a national calamity may be inevitable.
	The Church’s Participation In The Public Sector Is A Significant Way To Love Others, As We Seek The Peace And Prosperity Of Our Cities and Work Toward A Society That Embraces Biblical Morality. (Jeremiah. 29:7, Deut. 28:10-11) In contrast to the negative consequences referenced above, adherence to God’s truth inevitably brings blessings, which have a corporate as well as an individual application. America has been the beneficiary of countless blessings because of the biblical truth upon which this nation was founded; we have experienced unprecedented freedom and prosperity. In turn, we have been able to bless others. We have sent more missionaries around the world than any other nation. We have sent more aid in times of crisis. We have welcomed into our own country the poor and oppressed from other nations and provided for their needs.
	Jeremiah 29:7 Also, seek the peace and prosperity of the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it prospers, you prosper.
	Deuteronomy 28:10–11 Then all peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the Lord, and they shall be afraid of you. And the Lord will grant you plenty of goods, in the fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce of your ground, in the land of which the Lord swore to your fathers to give you.
	Scripture Links Prayer For Those In Authority With Peaceful Lives That Are Conducive To The Spread Of The Gospel.  (1 Tim. 2:1-4) Underscoring the importance of prayer, Christian teacher and writer Ole Hallesby noted, “In prayer the Church has received power to rule the world… if it would stay together on its knees, it would dominate world politics—from the prayer room.”
	1 Tim. 2:1-4 I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. This…pleases God our Savior, who wants all men to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.
	ELECTIONS: We distribute non-partisan election information and voter guides so that our members will be equipped to vote in accordance with their biblical values; we register new voters. RESTORATION: We repent and call upon God to bring healing and restoration to our nation, in accordance with 2 Chronicles 7:14.
	Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministries are designed to be led by church volunteers, with minimal pastoral oversight. Volunteer leaders who are well grounded in a biblical worldview should be selected. The Salt and Light Council provides the framework and resources, while giving each church the opportunity to utilize, personalize and adapt these resources for their needs.
	Are There Lessons From History To Indicate That Christians Who Boldly Engage The Culture Can Have A Positive Impact? YES! The abolition of slavery and the civil rights movement of the 1960’s were largely the result of Christians engaging the culture. Indeed, our own American Revolution was strongly influenced by the preceding Great Awakening. The colonists were ready to stand up against the tyranny of the British crown because they knew the biblical basis for their fight. The history of the world has been dramatically shaped for good by the colonists’ bold stand.
	Our nation’s history is a strong testimony to the corporate blessings that result when a nation is dedicated to biblical principles. The vast majority of our Founding Fathers were strong Christians who took their civic duties seriously. Their efforts laid the foundation for the most free and prosperous nation ever. We have the longest-running constitutional republic ever. We have never fought a foreign war on our soil. Immigrants from all over the world want to come here, the land of liberty and opportunity. These blessings have come as a consequence of the biblical basis of our government (and God has dealt mercifully with us despite many shortcomings.) The engraving on the Liberty Bell is from Leviticus 25:10 Proclaim liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof. Liberty came first from God. Our Constitution enshrines that truth and provides for its practical application—the first such application in the world.
	What About The Separation Of Church and State? The original intention of our Founding Fathers was that there would be no approval by the government of a particular denomination of Christianity. But they clearly expected that Christianity would prevail. John Jay, our nation’s first Chief Justice of the Supreme Court and a prominent framer of the Constitution, stated, “Providence has given to our people the choice of their rulers, and it is the duty—as well as the privilege and interest—of our Christian nation to select and prefer Christians for their rulers.” John Quincy Adams declared that the Declaration of Independence “laid the cornerstone of human government upon the first precepts of Christianity.”
	Thomas Jefferson, (whose use of the term “separation of church and state” has been mistakenly lifted out of its original context,) attended Sunday church services in the House of Representatives. Indeed, Christian services in the Capitol building continued until after the Civil War. The gospel was also preached in the Supreme Court chambers.
	In short, the notion that the public sector should be scrubbed free of its Christian roots is tragically misguided, separating us from the very source of our corporate blessings.
	Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed from lack of knowledge.
	The material above has given you the biblical and practical basis for having a Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry at your church. The next Great Awakening begins with believers. Revival begins with you and me!
	A Special Message for Pastors We at The Salt and Light Council are profoundly grateful to pastors who have made it their life’s work to teach their congregations how to lead godly lives and to pass on to the next generation a legacy that includes justice and righteousness. It is a formidable task! Despite your best efforts, chances are a great many of the people sitting in your pews simply do not know how to live out their faith in an increasingly hostile social environment where evil is called “good” and good is called “evil.” They do not understand the signs of the times. They need to be educated and equipped to bring biblical principles back into the public arena.
	The Salt and Light Council Comes Alongside to Help You… In Just Three Easy Steps!
	Appoint a leader to head up your church’s Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry.
	Send your leader to our Salt & Light Council 3-hour training.
	Approve a modest expenditure for you to become a member of The Salt and Light Council and acquire basic resources such as a Ready-to-Go Table Kit, Operational Binder, Live Training and Monthly Newsletter with pre-written pulpit announcements for adults and youth groups – all of which is legal-vetted by Liberty Counsel.
	Devote one Sunday to a Salt and Light Sermon Pastor, if no leader immediately comes to mind, consider devoting one Sunday to delivering a Salt and Light sermon using this booklet as your guide. Conclude with a heartfelt rallying cry for your church to “step up and step in.” Then, position a table with a clear sign-up sheet at the back of the room. When this invitation is paired with a sincere, impassioned plea, you can expect 10–25% of your congregation to respond right away, eager to engage.
	The Mission of The Salt and Light Council The Salt and Light Council was founded to train and equip Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministries at individual churches. We provide the tools to relieve you from having to “reinvent the wheel” as you engage and energize your church in the battle for our nation. Included is our cutting-edge Salt & Light training that enables leaders to address even emotionally charged topics, and to do so comfortably, lovingly and winsomely.
	In addition, we provide a platform for respected Christian organizations to be recognized for their own work to uphold biblical values and promote religious liberty. As a connection point, we help the Christian community to link arms.
	How We Do It   We serve as a back-end office support team. The Salt and Light Council will help you begin, and sustain, a Biblical Citizenship Ministry at your church by providing training, support, guidance and resources. In addition, some of what we offer is below.

	–       We supply customizable, downloadable information to help you, (both pastors and leaders,) start and maintain a Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry at your church. Incorporating input from our member churches, we have synthesized the model, so you won’t have to start from scratch, duplicate efforts, or make needless mistakes.
	–       We conduct both live and on-line training workshops for new Salt & Light ministry leaders.
	–       We upload your own customizable monthly newsletter to our members page highlighting relevant state and national news reports, summarizing proposed legislation and corresponding action items, and promoting topical prayer. Partisan politics are strictly avoided. All newsletters are reviewed by on-staff attorneys at the Liberty Counsel to eliminate content that could jeopardize your church’s non-profit status.
	–       We offer opportunities for corporate prayer for our city, state, and nation. R and R Prayer (Repentance and Restoration), our national prayer call, takes place six days a week and periodically features prominent Christian leaders as guests. www.RandRPrayer.org
	–       We give you the supplies, training and information you need to register new voters at your church and to get out the vote. More importantly, we help your congregation to be well informed so they can confidently and knowledgeably vote their values through one of our resources www.BiblicalVoter.com.
	–       We conduct regular, live online lectures with knowledgeable speakers who can address many topical issues from a biblical perspective. These are recorded for the convenience of playback to the congregation or Salt & Light teams.
	–       We conduct monthly meetings for ministry leaders to share resources, up-dates and accomplishments achieved running their Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry.
	–       We give you the supplies and information you need to conduct petition drives and letter writing campaigns and work directly with each individual ministry to provide materials as requested. We encourage participation in the elective franchise including providing resources for running for office.
	–       We offer a wide variety of comprehensive educational materials designed to shape a biblical worldview. We advise you how and where these materials can be purchased or accessed for free online. One such is Patriot Academy’s program recently entitled Biblical Citizenship which complements our program. The list of recommended educational courses can be found right on the home page of our website www.saltandlightcouncil.org/home
	–        We share information about upcoming events that may be of interest to your congregation.
	–       We offer guidance for maximizing the exposure of your Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry by using social media with a private page for members.
	–       We connect member churches in The Salt and Light Council to facilitate mutual support, networking, corporate prayer, and the unity of the Church.
	–       We help unite the Church, enabling rapid mobilization and effective use of time and energy so we can be salt of the earth and the light of the world.
	–       We offer a Teen/Youth Salt & Light Biblical Citizenship Ministry newsletter to engage the next generation in understanding issues and legislation from a biblical perspective.
	We look forward to connecting with pastors and with anyone eager to share this ministry in their church or even begin one in their community. Now is the time for God’s people and His Church to rise—to help save souls and preserve our beautiful nation, the United States of America. The world is watching, hoping we will not waver in faith, but stand firm as salt and light for generations to come
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